
         

Torah Source Verses for Mechilta on the Four Sons 

:o��f�k ,t«­Z �v v¬�s«c�g��v v²�n o·�fh�b �C o­�fh�k�t U ¬r �nt«�h�h  F v¾�h �v �u

And it will come to pass when your children will say to you, “What is the meaning of this service to you ?” And

you shall say, “It is a passover offering to G-d …” (Shemot 12:26-27)

o h ��r �m  N  n h­ ,t�m �C h º k Æv�Iv�h v³�G�g vÀ�z rUć�g��C r«·nt�k tU ­v �v oI¬H �C ºW�b  c�k ́ �T �s�D  v �u 

And you shall tell your son on that day saying, “It is because of this, that the L-rd did for me when I left Egypt.”

(Shemot 13:8)

:oh � s�c�g ,h¬�C  n o h­�r �m  N  n v²�Iv�h Ub̄ �th  mI �v sÀ�h e�z«j́ �C uh º�k �t ́ �T �r �n��t �u ,t«·Z�v �n r«ńt�k r­�j �n ²W�b  c ¬W�k��t �J h�h � F vº�h �v �u 

And it shall be when your son asks you on the morrow saying, “What is this?” And you shall say to him, “With a

strong hand, the L-rd took us out of Egypt …” (Shemot 13:14)

:o��f �, �t Ubh­�v«k8t v¬�Iv�h v²�U  m r¬�J�t oh º y�P �J  N �v �u Æoh  E <j��v �u ,«Às�g��v v �́n r«·nt�k r­�j �n ²W�b  c ¬W�k��t �J h�h � F 

When your son asks you on the morrow saying, “What are the testimonies, the statutes, and the laws that the

L-rd our G-d has commanded you ?” And you shall say to your son, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and G-d

took us out of Egypt with an outstretched arm…” (Devarim 6:20-21)

From Nechama Liebowtz:
In three cases, the child approaches the parent, but in Shemot 13:8, the child does not initiate the conversation. The
midrash, therefore, deduces that this is a child that does not know how to ask the question. 
In the three remaining verses, where the child initiates the conversation, two ask a question, but one (in Shemot 12:26)
makes a statement This son, the midrash concludes, is the wicked son who is not questioning, but challenging. 
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Hagadah                                                             Yerushalmi                                          Mechilta on Parshat Bo 

QUr�C /tUv QUr�C /oIe �N �v QUr�C
QUr�C /k �t �r �G h IN �g�k v �rIT i �,�B �J
v �r �C  S oh b�c v�g�C �r �t s�d�b �F tUv
'g �J �r s �j �t �u 'o�f �j s �j �t /v �rI,
�g ��sIh Ibh �t �J s �j �t �u 'o �T s �j �t �u

  :kIt �J k

,«s�g �v v �n ?r �nIt tUv v �n o�f �j
v�U  m r �J�t 'oh  y�P �J  N �v �u oh  E <j �v �u

 Ubh ��v«k8t �h�ho�f �, �tv �T �t ; �t �u ?
ih �t :j �x �P �v ,If�k  v �F Ik�r �n8t
:i �nIeh  p�t j �x �P �v r �j �t ih  rh  y �p �n

wndvgcrt sdbf vhhj wr hb, 
ic ofj ic vru, vrchs ohbc
gsuh ubhta ic aphy ic gar

/kutak

vn *?rnut uvn ofj ic
ohypanvu ohejvu ,usgv

 ubhvkt whh vum ratub,ut;t /
sh ezjc :uk runt v,t
,hcn ohrmnn wv ubthmuv

/ohscg

ohypanvu ohejv ,usgv vn
/ohbc vgcrt rnut ,tmnb

gar sjtu ofj sjt ov
gsuh ubhta sjtu o, sjtu

/kutak

vn ?rnut tuv vn ofj
ohypanvu ohejv ,usgv

;t ?ub,ut ubhvkt wv vum rat
jxpv ,ufkvc uk j,p v,t

jxpv rjt ihrhypn iht
 /inuehpt
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Hagadah                                                             Yerushalmi                                          Mechilta on Parshat Bo 

v �n ?r �nIt tUv v �n g �J �r
t«ku o�f�k ?o�f�k ,t«Z �v v �s«c�g �v
i  n In �m �g�, �t th  mIv �J h  p�kU /Ik
v �T �t ; �t �u /r �E  g�C r �p�F 'k�k �F �v
:Ik�r �n8t�u 'uh�B  J�, �t v �v �e �v
h  ,t�m �C 'h k �h�h v �G�g 'v�z rUc�g �C
v�h �v UK  t /Ik�t«k �u h k **'o h ��r �m  N  n

:k �t �d b v�h �v t«k 'o �J

?,t«Z v �n ?r �nIt tUv v �n o �T
Ub��th  mIv s�h e�z �«j �C :uh�k �t �T �r �n �t �u

***:oh  s�c�g ,h�C  n o h ��r �m  N  n �h�h

vn ?rnut uvn gar ic
vn ?ofk ,tzv vsucgv
ihjhryn o,ta vzv jruyv
iuhfn vbau vba kfc ubhkg
?kkfv in unmg ,t thmuva
vz rucgc :uk runt v,t ;t
u,utk vag hk hk wv vag
u,ut vhv ukht /vag tk ahtv
hutr vhv tk ohrmnc ahtv

/okugk oan ktdvk

;t ?,tz vn :rnut vn aphy
ihta jxpv ,ufkv usnk ,t
inuehpt jxpv rjt ihrhypn
uz vrucjn snug tvh tka

/,rjt vrucjk xbfbu

vn ?rnut tuv vn gar
tku ofk ?ofk ,tzv vsucgv
in unmg ,t thmuva hpku uk
v,t ;t /rehgc rpfu kkfv
:uk runtu 'uhbha ,t vvev

h,tmc hk wv vag vz rucgc
,hhv ukt 'lk tku hk 'ohrmnn

/ktdb ,hhv tk oa

?,tz vn ?rnut tuv vn o,
ubthmuv sh ezujc :uhkt ,rntu

/ohscg ,hcn ohrmnn wv
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        Hagadah                                                           Yerushalmi                                     Mechilta on Parshat Bo 

j �, �P �T �t 'kIt �J k �g ��sIh Ibh �t �J �u
oIH �C 'W�b  c�k �T �s�D  v �u :r �n8t�B �J /Ik
�h�h v �G�g v�z rUc�g �C :r«nt�k tUv �v

:o h ��r �m  N  n h  ,t�m �C 'h k

,t :kutak gsuh ubhta ic
vxuh r"t /vkhj, uk j,p
,gs iht ot if vrnt t,hb,n

:usnkn uhct icc

j,p ,t ?kutak gsuh ubhtau
ouhc lbck ,sdvu wtba uk

wr ,usgv vn t"s /wudu tuvv
rnut v,t ihbn wnut rzghkt

ohnfj ka vrucj v,hv ota
ohfhrma ohshnk, ka ut

,umj sg jxp ,ufkvc euxgk
:wudu ,usgv vn rntb lfk
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From Nechama Liebowitz (Studies in the Hagaddah) http://www.jafi.org.il/education/festivls/pesach/nehama/seder.html

The Four Sons – The Pedagogical Principle

vf erp ,una (taruu) tnujb, arsn
wudu ohhj ohvkt kue gna rat rac kf hn hf1ihgnua ,unutv kct ,hhju ukue ,gna v,t (u ohrcs) 

kuev ,t ihgnua uhv ohbezv 'ujf hpk sjtu sjt kf ktrah kmt tmuh kuev vhv lthv vtru tc 'oh,nu
;tu ijf hpk ohabvu ijf hpk ohebuhvu ijf hpk ohbyevu ijf hpk ohrgbvu ijf hpk ohrujcvu ijf hpk

(y:yh ,una) rntba 'ujf hpk van2ifu kucxk van kufh vhva kuec 'kuec ubbgh ohvktvu rcsh van 
(s:yf ohkv,) jfc wv kue rnut tuv3kucxk kufh ivn sjtu sjt kfa jfc tkt rntb tk ujfc 

Midrash Tanchuma on Shemot 25:

“For who is there of all flesh that has heard the voice of the living G-d ...” (Devarim 5:23). You heard His voice and

remained alive but the nations of the world hear and die. Come and see how the voice came to Israel, each according to

his ability- the elderly heard the voice according to their ability and the young according to their ability, the lads

according to their ability, the children according to their ability, the babes according to their ability, the women

according to their ability and also Moshe according to his ability, as it is stated (Ex.19:19) “Moshe speaks and G-d answers

him in a voice” – in a voice that Moshe could endure. So also, “The voice of the Lord is in strength (Ps.29:4) – it does not

say in his strength, but in strength, which each one could endure! 

Question: What specific idea do the Mekhilta cited above and this Midrash Tanhuma share?

Suggested Answer: For instruction to be effective it must be variated so that each person receives it on his own

level. The Mechilta is based on the pedagogical principle expressed in the Tanchuma.

1. :h  j��H �u Ub« ­n�F J²�t �v�QIT  n r̄ �C �s �n oh¹ H �j oh  ̧v«k8t ÁkIe g´�n �J r´�J�t r ¿�G�C�k�f h  ́n h́  F (df:v ohrcs)
2. :kI �e �c UB¬�b�g��h oh­ v«k8t��v �u r º�C �s�h v´�J«n s«·t �n é�z �j �u Q­�kIv r º�p«W �v kIé Æh  v�h��u (yh:yh ,una)
3. :r ��s �v�C vÀ�u«v�Œh kI ¬e �j«·F �C v¬�u«v�h�kI �e (s:yf ohkhv,)
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The Four (3 1/2 ?) Questions in Mishna, Bavli, Yerushalmi and the Hagadah

Hagadah                                       Yerushalmi  60a                             Bavli 116a                              Mishna Pesch. X:4    

v�Z �v v�k�h
�K �v v�B �T �J�B v �n
?,Ikh�K �v k�F �n

Ub
�t ,Ikh�K �v k�f �C �J 1
v�k�h
�K �v /v�M �nU . �n�j ih�k �fIt

 :v�M �n IK"F v�Z �v

Ub
�t ,Ikh�K �v k�f �C �J 2
v�k�h
�K �v ,Ie �r�h r �t �J ih�k �fIt

:rIr �n v�Z �v

Ub
�t ih �t ,Ikh�K �v k�f �C �J 3
/, �j �t o�g
�P Ukh �p+t ih�kh �C �y �n

:oh �n�g �p h �T �J v�Z �v v�k�h
�K �v

Ub
�t ,Ikh�K �v k�f �C �J 4
ih �cU ih �c �JIh ih �C ih�k �fIt
Ub
�K"F v�Z �v v�k�h
�K �v /ih �C "x �n

:ih �C "x �n
(Rambam and Saadia Gaon)

whb,n s vfkvvb,ab vn 
 ,ukhkv kfn vzv vkhkv

ubt ,ukhkv kfca 1
,jt ogp ihkhcyn

 ohngp h,a vzv vkhkvu

ubt ,ukhkv kfca 2
vkhkvu vmnu .nj ihkfut

vmn ukuf vzv

ihkfut ,ukhkv kfca 3
kaucnu euka hkm rac

hkm ukuf vzv vkhkvu

(no 4th question - note:

there is no gemara

discussion of the 4 questions

and the mishna quoted is

different from Mishna

Pesachim X.4)  

vzv vkhkv vb,ab vn
',ukhkv kfn

ubt ,ukhkv kfca 1
vkhkv vmnu .nj  ihkfut

?vmn ukuf vzv

ubt ,ukhkv kfca 2
vkhkv ',uerh rta ihkfut

?rurn vzv

ubt ,ukhkv kfca 3
euka hkm rac ihkfut

ukuf vzv vkhkv 'kaucnu
?hkm

ubt iht ,ukhkv kfca 4
ukhpt kcyk ohchhj

ihkhcyn :x"av ,ruxn
vzv vkhkv ',jt ogp

?ohngp h,a

v�Z�v v�k�h�K�v v�B�T�J�B v�n
',Ikh�K�v k�F�n

Ub�t ,Ikh�K�v k�f�C�J 1
v�k�h�K�v 'v�M�nU .�n�j ih�k�fIt

 /v�M�n IK F v�Z�v

UB�t ,Ikh�K�v k�f�C�J 2
',Ie �r�h r�t�J ih�k�fIt

/rIr�n v�Z�v v�k�h�K�v

Ub�t ,Ikh�K�v k�f�C�J 3
'eUk�J 'h�k�m r�G�C ih�k�fIt
IK F v�Z�v v�k�h�K�v 'k�' c�nU

/h�k�m

(no 4th question)


