Torah Source Verses for Mechilta on the Four Sons
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And it will come to pass when your children will say to you, “What is the meaning of this service to you ?” And
you shall say, “It is a passover offering to G-d ...” (Shemot 12:26-27)
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And you shall tell your son on that day saying, “It is because of this, that the L-rd did for me when | left Egypt.”
(Shemot 13:8)
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And it shall be when your son asks you on the morrow saying, “What is this?” And you shall say to him, “With a
strong hand, the L-rd took us out of Egypt ...” (Shemot 13:14)
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When your son asks you on the morrow saying, “What are the testimonies, the statutes, and the laws that the
L-rd our G-d has commanded you ?” And you shall say to your son, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and G-d
took us out of Egypt with an outstretched arm...” (Devarim 6:20-21)

From Nechama Liebowtz:

In three cases, the child approaches the parent, but in Shemot 13:8, the child does not initiate the conversation. The
midrash, therefore, deduces that this is a child that does not know how to ask the question.

In the three remaining verses, where the child initiates the conversation, two ask a question, but one (in Shemot 12:26)
makes a statement This son, the midrash concludes, is the wicked son who is not questioning, but challenging.
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Hagadah Yerushalmi Mechilta on Parshat Bo
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From Nechama Liebowitz (Studies in the Hagaddah) http://www.jafi.org.il/education/festivis/pesach/nehama/seder.html
The Four Sons - The Pedagogical Principle
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Midrash Tanchuma on Shemot 25:

“For who is there of all flesh that has heard the voice of the living G-d ...” (Devarim 5:23). You heard His voice and
remained alive but the nations of the world hear and die. Come and see how the voice came to Israel, each according to
his ability- the elderly heard the voice according to their ability and the young according to their ability, the lads
according to their ability, the children according to their ability, the babes according to their ability, the women
according to their ability and also Moshe according to his ability, as it is stated (Ex.19:19) “Moshe speaks and G-d answers
him in a voice” - in a voice that Moshe could endure. So also, “The voice of the Lord is in strength (Ps.29:4) - it does not
say in his strength, but in strength, which each one could endure!

Question: What specific idea do the Mekhilta cited above and this Midrash Tanhuma share?

Suggested Answer: For instruction to be effective it must be variated so that each person receives it on his own
level. The Mechilta is based on the pedagogical principle expressed in the Tanchuma.
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The Four (3 1/2 ?) Questions in Mishna, Bavli, Yerushalmi and the Hagadah
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(no 4th question - note:

there is no gemara

discussion of the 4 questions

and the mishna quoted is

different from Mishna
Pesachim X.4)
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