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Dear Friends,


Greetings!  This session’s portion of the Talmud continues to deal with the issue of sounding the alarm in a community and about limiting the number of alarms we sound.  When there is too much of a good thing, the sages question whether to be alarmed.  





This month of Elul, as we sound the shofar each morning, we hear the alarm, “Awake!  There is  danger in your midst!”  I hope the shofar’s sound is resonant with the texts we have studied together.





Shanah tovah!





Judy Abrams





Bavli Taanit 22b, Steinsaltz, Volume 14, pp. 112-113:


Rabbi Shimon HaTimni says:  Also for plague, etc.”  It was asked of them:  Did the Sages not agree with him regarding Shabbat, but agreed with him regarding weekdays?  Or did they perhaps not agree with him at all?  Come [and] hear, for it was taught:  “They sound the alarm for plague on Shabbat, and it is not necessary to say [that they do so] on weekdays.  Rabbi Hanan ben Pitom, the disciple of Rabbi Akiba, says in the name of Rabbi Akiba:  They do not sound the alarm for plague at all.”





“For any trouble that may come upon the community, etc.”  Our Rabbis taught:  “For any trouble that may come upon the community they sound the alarm, except for too much rain.”  What is the reason?  Rabbi Yohanan said:  Because we do not pray on account of too much good.  





And Rabbi Yohanan said:  From where [do we derive] that we do not pray on account of too much good?  For it is said:  “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse [that there may be food in My house and test Me now by this, said the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it is more than enough.  (Malachai 3:10)”  What is [the meaning of] “until it is more than enough”?  Rammi Bar Hama said:  Until your lips wear out from saying:  “Enough”. 
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Background


Shofar on Shabbat


Should the shofar be sounded because a plague has afflicted a community on the Sabbath?  Or perhaps a plague does not merit the sounding of a shofar at all?  There are a range of opinions presented here from not sounding the shofar on account of plague at all (Rabbi Akiba’s view) to sounding it on weekdays but not on Shabbat (Rabbi Akiba’s view elsewhere) to sounding it even Shabbat (the view stated by Rabbi Shimon HaTimni).





Dayeinu


In general, there seems to be an opinion that we do not pray for a good thing to stop, as demonstrated by Rabbi Yohanan’s prooftext.  The verse from the prophet Malachai comes in the context of the people protesting their innocence; that they’ve only robbed God of tithes.  Then God states that there will be an overabundance of blessing so that the people might know from whence what they steal comes.





The verse from Malachai has an odd construction in the Hebrew.  The phrase ad b’li dai would usually mean until without enough.  There is a verb in Hebrew, balah, which means “to wear out” and the sages make a pun on this construction and this verb, saying that it could mean that the blessings will be poured out until people’s lips wear out from saying, “Enough!”





Since the blessings are pouring out of heaven, and since Torah is likened to rain, and since there may be times when one might sound the alarm because of too much of a good thing, this ruling about sounding the alarm is limited to refraining from doing so when there is too much rain.





Discussion Questions


1.  We have an obvious range of recorded opinions in this text.  Why do you think they are all included in the text?  What does this inclusion accomplish?





2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of sounding the shofar on Shabbat?  How does this apply to your Rosh Hashanah observance?





3. What would an example of a communal occurrence of “too much of a good thing be”?  How might a community be called upon to respond?








�
 


Healing Passage:  Healing in All Four Worlds





This session we again examine the healing power of Torah.





Rabbi Joshua ben Levi stated: If a man is on a journey and has no company


let him occupy himself with the study of Torah, since it is said in


Scripture.  For they shall be a chaplet of grace. If he feels pains
