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WHAT ADVICE WOULD THE SAGES GIVE THEIR KIDS AS THEY
HEAD OFF TO COLLEGE?
© Judith Z. Abrams, 2010

As we prepare to send our daughter off to college, | want to cram in, or reinforce, as many lessons as possible. Here is
the list I've compiled so far:

1. Some neural pathways are best left never opened:
One mitzvah begets another, one sin begets another (Pirkei Avot 4:2).
2. Don't skip class:

Rabbi Tarfon said: The day is short, the task is great, the workers are lazy, the reward is great and the Master is
ins istent (Pirkei Avot 2:2).

3. Stay away from bars/nefarious characters:

One who is awake at night or travels alone on the road, and turns his mind to idle thoughts, commits a deadly a
deadly sin (Pirkei Avot 3:5).

4. You are there to learn:
Who is wise? The one who learns from everyone (Pirkei Avot 4:1).
5. Don't get discouraged:

Meet everyone with a friendly greeting and be the tail among lions rather than the head among foxes (Pirkei
Avot 4:20).

Discussion Questions:

1. Have I left out crucial pieces of advice? What did you tell your children when they went to college?

2. Do you have some more prooftexts for these lessons?
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I welcome any suggestions you can add to this list!
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